AMESBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held via Zoom 
on Tuesday 16th February 2021 at 7.15pm
PRESENT:   Cllr R Evans (Mayor), Cllr P Osment (D Mayor), Cllr J T Swindlehurst (Chair), Cllr F Westmoreland, Cllr M Verbinnen, Cllr R Yuill, Cllr J M Swindlehurst, Cllr I Mitchell, Cllr D Kuczera, Cllr R Fisher and Cllr A Williams
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs W Bown (Town Clerk)
VISITING PUBLIC:  2
PRESS:   None
	1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
	Public Questions
None
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Osment (unwell) 
To approve the minutes of the last meeting dated 15th December 2020 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

To receive any declarations of interest from members

None received.
Councillors’ questions/statements

Cllr Strange asked how many transmitters there were around Amesbury.
Cllr Mitchell reported his attendance at a WALC meeting, involving a presentation: ‘Homes of our Own’.  He noted that the Community Land Trust documentation overlaps with the Wiltshire Local Plan.  A case study of Seend will be available via Zoom on 25th February 2021.
Cllr Westmoreland has received his Past Mayor’s Badge.

Cllr Westmoreland reported on a pre-meeting for CATG, where the replacement bus shelter on London Road was discussed.  Wiltshire Council’s Streetscene no longer has funding available. Available options would be to either remove it or replace it, the replacement to be funded by Amesbury Town Council.  The cost of replacement will be brought to the meeting on 26th February.

It was noted that Cllr Westmoreland had received a belated cheque from Stonehenge Stomp towards the History Centre as last year’s Mayor’s Charity.

Cllr Edwards reported graffiti sprayed on the country park information board.

Cllr Edwards also asked the Clerk to chase up the cutting of the country park.  The Mayor confirmed that the issue of ragwort was being considered and that the matter was in hand.

Waste bin requests:  to consider requests to install a bin at Holders Road (near 
	ACTION



	6.
7.

8.


	the MUGA), The Drove and West Amesbury
It was noted that the bin by the MUGA had been replaced twice already, both times vandalised and removed.  A stronger bin would be required at this location.
It was felt that the cast iron bin by the gate was at an inconvenient place – particularly for dog walkers and would be better moved inside the fence, concreted in.  
Investigation should take place regarding the best position for a bin at West Amesbury.
Proposed:  Cllr Swindlehurst

Seconded:  Cllr Westmoreland

Resolved:  to establish costs and location for a bin at West Amesbury and to move the bin at Holders Road to a more suitable position

To consider a request to install grit boxes at Arches Gate/Kings Gate
It was noted that the request was received from a resident who lived in a 

cul-de-sac.  Ideally grit bins should be placed on a thoroughfare.

Councillors were reminded of the exercise undertaken last year where high-risk areas/steep slopes were prioritised for grit bins.  It was then agreed that no further grit bins would be purchased and that community gritting would be encouraged.  The Town Council has grit spreaders and supplies of grit for use by the community.  
Cllr Yuill and Cllr Edwards to walk around Archers Gate/Kings Gate to assess the situation.

It was noted that ultimate responsibility for highways issues rests with Wiltshire Council.

To receive a recommendation to install a footpath to the Glen Collier Skate Park

It was noted that the current phase of development will have road links to the skate park, although some may be private roads.  It would be beneficial to wait for the development to be completed to formalise access routes following desire lines.  
The Town Clerk informed councillors that the issue had been raised following concern about young children walking to the skate park along the A345. 

It may be possible to request a direction sign to the skate park via Byway 20.

To receive a revised plan for the Community Garden

The plan was presented by Sophie Scott, Gingko – the art consultancy firm developing public art for Kings Gate. The area is soon to be transferred to the Town Council.

The wish is to create a garden with a wildlife-haven feel to it, where people will spend time or use it as access to the playing fields.  

Points raised:

Will there be a bin in the garden?

Will a particular cutting regime be required?  The Town Council will be responsible for on-going maintenance. 
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	9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.


	It is hoped that the creation of the garden will be possible under the Town Council’s permitted development.  A response from the Planning Department is anticipated soon.
The area is large and will require considerable maintenance.  It would be a good project for a community group to take on and needs a maintenance plan from the outset.  

The potential graffiti problem needs addressing.  The fabrication detail needs to be developed with consideration to graffiti.

Councillors were in favour of the new design in principle.

Replacement of the bench at the end of the A303 footbridge
Proposed:  Cllr Swindlehurst

Seconded:  Cllr Westmoreland

Resolved:  To defer until funds are available

Armistice Park:  to consider repairs in areas of high foot-traffic

There is a heavily-worn section at a pinch-point created by trees and swale.
It was noted that there is a similar issue at the disc golf area alongside a swale. 

Also noted that the fence at the point of exit to Armistice Park was broken and needed repair. 
Worn areas in Armistice Park and the disc golf need to be made walkable.  Bushes could be trimmed back and bark put down in the short term. 

Addition of names to the war memorial – update
A working party was formed to follow the process of adding names to the memorial.  It was agreed that consultation with the community was essential.
Working Party members:  Cllr Williams, Cllr Strange, Cllr Edwards

To receive a request for a memorial to Dawn Sturgess

A request has been received from Dancing Ledge Productions to put up a memorial/plant a tree with a memorial plaque near to the house on Mugridge Lane.  It was noted that the land was not owned by the Town Council.
It was agreed that the nearby residents must be consulted first.

Cllr Yuill is to contact Dancing Ledge Productions for an update on the project.

To form a working party to discuss pitch maintenance at the Centenary Park
Working Party members:  The Mayor, Cllr Williams, Cllr Edwards
To confirm the decision to fell the tree at Lords Walk in the event of it being deemed unsafe at the point of exposure of its roots

In the absence of Cllr Osment, the item was deferred.

To discuss issues at the Sundial Feature, to consider a Parkour Course and Graffiti Wall at the Glen Collier Skate Park
Councillors’ attention was drawn to recent graffiti on the skate park.  An idea has been presented to replace the grass bank with concrete barriers to create a graffiti wall.

Councillors were presented with an example of a Parkour Course in Salisbury.
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	16.
17.

18.

19.

20.


	Discussion followed regarding the possibility of creating a Parkour Course at the skate park area, funded through grants/S.106 money.  
It was noted that S.106 funds should soon be made available for use at Harvard Park from the Ringwood Avenue development.

Proposed:  Cllr Swindlehurst

Seconded:  Cllr Westmoreland

Resolved:  to obtain estimates for concrete walls and a Parkour course

To consider the problem of condensation at the public lavatories
Proposed:  Cllr Swindlehurst

Seconded:  Cllr Westmoreland

Resolved:  to monitor and obtain advice

To consider a request for the installation of bollards at the public open space, Kings Gate
Delivery vehicles continue to drive on the open space where children play. 

Some sections of the area in question are not yet owned by the Town Council.  Photographs of the problem areas are to be sent to the Clerk.
Bloor Homes is to be contacted to see if any help can be given before handover.

To consider a request to remove a memorial bench from Lords Walk
Consideration was given to the request.

Proposed:  Cllr Westmoreland

Seconded:  Cllr Swindlehurst

Resolved:  No action

Items for the next agenda

Any items to be sent to the Clerk

Date of Next Meeting:  to be arranged

Meeting closed 9.00pm

	ACTION
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